[Intensive therapy in surgery. Value, goals and outcome].
Intensive care is one tool of medicine. Resuscitation, treatment of organ failure, maintenance of homeostasis and prophylaxis of postoperative complications are it's duties. Over the last three decades the results of critical care medicine have significantly improved and the mortality rate has been halved. Not only the better understanding of development and significance of multiple organ failure, but also the re-evaluation of the role of age and co-morbidity have contributed to this improvement. Also, increased experience and competence of the physician, as well as a growing knowledge of systemic inflammatory response syndrome (SIRS) and the sepsis syndrome have promoted this progress. Hemofiltration is a novel method of neutralizing sepsis-related mediators and cytokines from the circulation.